TheChennamangalamSynagogue:
JewishlQommunityihldVillagelihXKerala

Woodenrelieflaveridldoorlinlthe Chennamangalamsynagogue

Chennamangalamsynagogue ldfterlrestoration
TheJewslofiChennamangalam

Altombstoneloutside(theltecently(testored synagoguelin[Chennamangalam
hasHebrew!letters(inscribed, ‘which [are(clearlyvisible, with [thewords["Sara
batIsrael" Sara, theldaughter vf Israel.[TheHebrew( datel corresponds/to
1269, makingl it theloldest[ Hebrew![textlin[India. [ How[did[this[ Hebrew
writing reach [thequiet, verdant villageldfiChennamangalam?

ThelJews[0fiCochin have(lived(on[the Malabar [coastfor [centuries, [Some[say
from/[theltimelof King[Solomon. [Others[¢laim(thatthe[Jews[arrived in the
firsticentury/A.D. [afterthe
destruction oflthe[Second
Temple.[|[]In[Jallpopular
Christian(] tradition,[] St.
Thomas[Jarrived[Jon[Jthe
Malabar [Icoast[Jand[Iwas
invited[to the wedding[of
thel daughter [of the King
oflCranganore.[There,[St.
Thomas[sang[ ‘al Hebrew
bridal/songwhich monelof
0 2 | thel] companyl! could
Gatheringofithe(Chennamangalam understand,[] except[] a
Jewishlcommunity, 1952 Jewish [flute(girl.[After the
wedding,[] St.[] Thomas
retired[tothe[Jewish [quarter [in[Cranganore, wherelheltook [up[residence.
This(local (Christian Marrative/confirms ‘theleéxistence of Jews/on[the Malabar
coastlas[earlylas(thelfirst/century.Localltraditionlalsolhas[it(that[in[1341,
after (the(harbour (oflCranganore!(silted ip, the Jewsmoved from [Cranganore
to/lChennamangalam and other [Centres.




Cranganore( lwas/ Jalsol lknown [Jas[IShingly. 1Tollthis[Iday,[ ithe[1Jews[lof
Chennamangalam,likelthelother [Cochin[Jews, follow[the[Sefardillliturgy,
butlpraylaccording tothe"Shinglyrite".[Accordingtolthe(scholarP.T. Nair,
the kingdom 0f[Shingly((alcorruption(ofi Tiruvancikulam Wwherelthe Perumals
had/their(seat(of GovernmentlinancientKerala)[(is[that[part/oflCranganore
town Whichgoes bythenameldflKottapuram [today.

ThelJmedieval [ /geographer /Ibn[IBattutal1(1307(1377)[ /mentions[Jewish
settlement(in[ Malabar! fivel days[journeyl from/[ ¢ither [ Calilcutl or[Kawlam
(Quilon)vialKunjaKari. THeldescribes|this[place, "which(islon[top [ofla hill;
itlislinhabited byJews, wholhavelone ofltheir[own mumber as their(governor,
and[paylalpoll tax [to'the[sultan [of Kawlam."

P.M. Jussaylanalysed/CochinJewish folksongs/in Malayalam,and(identified
KunjalKaril#with[ Chennamangalam, [ on[ thel basis[ ofl the[ location[ bfl the
summitland[the[ Jewish[selflrule. Aslis[well[known, [the[Jews[ofl Cochin
received copperplates from BhaskaraRavi Varman(962[1020(C.E.)granting
them[72 [privileges: theright(tolisela/daylampland d(decorative(cloth [to Walk
on; thelprivilegeldfiblowingatrumpet @ndlérecting @palanquin; @nd[the right
tolobtain[exemptionand[collect[ particular(taxes. [ Thesel privileges[were
bestowed ipon [the CochinlJewish [leader [Joseph Rabban for ["as(longlas[the
world, [sunandmoon [endure".

R In(theCochin Jewish Malayalam

vV %‘Jg& song,[ "ThellSong [ ofl [Everayi",
%*" %, Jussayltraces/themigration ofithe
“.;::,;E;:; “"’"”,::;:“:q Jews[Ifrom[]Jerusalem[Ithrough

Egypt,[1Yemen[ land[Persiallto
Palur, ) north[J ofl] Cranganore,

‘}:Q\ whencel] theyl] moved[] to
- y_% Chennamangalam. [} There,
T according[tolthelsong, Evarayi,
N7 thel] Jew,[] joined[] thel] local
aristocratic[/Nayars[lin[lal[ ldeer

Tiferet'Haim Muttatland LeahTukatum, hunt, [which LJussaylinterprets(as

Chennamangalam'synagogue, 1942 signifying[Ithat['the[1Jews[ lwere
[CourtesyafLeahMuttat] accepted] asLl members[] of I the

nobility.

%
o

Ketuba(weddingcontract)of

In[The[Songloflthe[Bird",[which [fecounts(theltransmigration [ofla bird[fo
Indialin[searchloflalguavalfruit, [thebird[flies[lto[d[green mansion...inlan
elevated[ spot",[ which[ Jussay[ identifies with[ the[ hill[‘at[ Kunja[Karil in
Chennamangalam. [ [ This[ interpretation[ would![ tallyl with[ thel conclusion
drawn [by[P.[Anujan[Achan, the[Kerala[Statel Archaeologist ofl Cochin, [in
1930.[1Inlhis[discussion ofl the[Hebrew!inscriptionon[thelabovementioned
tombstone ofl Sara, theldaughter[of Israel, helconcluded that(the [Jews must
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havelmigrated(to(Chennamangalam [from[Cranganorelaround [the datelofithe
inscriptioninthemid [thirteenth/century.

In["The[SongloflPaliathachan",[alsoltecited byl the Jews [of Cochin, [Jussay
claims(that(the[Paliath [ Achan[tepresented/thel Chennamangalam![ [ Nayar
noblemen, [whobestowed [ipon(theJews, [in the Wwords 0f the song, "giftsland
books!(tolall[those[wholcome, and!titles[to[foreigners". The[Paliath[Achan
reigned(in [Chennamangalam intil(1809. Visitorstolthevillagelcan [still find
the[PaliyamPalace, the[abodeloflthe famous[ Achans[ofl Paliyam, (who were
hereditaryprime ministers/ofithe[Maharajahs(of'Kochi[Kottayil (Kovilakom.
Their(palacelis/situated [on[ahill overlooking|the places[oflworship [of four
major [world religions: ‘the Hindultemple, [the[Muslim thosque, [the[Christian
churchland theJewish [synagogue.

ThelChennamangalam synagogue(wasconstructedin 1614, duringtheperiod
oflthePortugueselInquisition. [Tt(was surrounded by(ahigh[wall, ¢ither for
safetylor [tomirror thelwall encompassing the[Paliyam/palace.

Thel] Jewsl] of
Chennamangalam[lived
side[by[ side[with[ their
neighboursin[ harmony
and[tolerancel 'for [ lover
350(years. [They(believed
inlJ monotheism, ] yet
respected(thelcustoms[of
thel] peoples’] ofl] other
religions. [Theylobserved
all[] the[] major[ ] Jewish
festivals, [ fasting[on[the
Dayl ofl Atonement, [and
baking![] matzot Chennamangalam Jewishlcommunity Femembers
(unleavened (I bread)[]on ChaimWeizmannldnelyearafterHisdeath, (1953
Passover.

Aldistinctly'SouthIndian[flavour[‘permeated[ 'some[ ofl thel rituals. For
example, (on[Simchat(Torah, thefestival(of/"Rejoicing(oflithe LLaw", [the [Jews
offlChennamangalam, likethelother[Cochin [Jews, érected(atemporaryl[Ark,

3



or(manaralin[Jewish[Malayalam, [in[front[of
thel synagoguelheichal [(Ark)[for[the[ Torah
scrolls, [thelholiest books[ 0f thelJews.[ I The
scrollswereldisplayed/throughout/theholiday
with[ their[ silver[ and[ gold[ covers, [ adorned
withljasminelgarlands.

Socialllife[was[built[around[ thel community

(yogam)and[theJextended [family. CAllthe [©ZeevRadovan,
Jewish children[in[ Chennamangalam,[ boys  Www-BibleLandPictures.com]
and[ girlslalike, attendedthe[ Talmud[ Torah

(schoolfor[teading, ‘writingland[Torah), located on [the[uipper [floor[ofthe

synagogue.

During[theltwentieth¢entury, [Jewish
childrenl] from[] Chennamangalam
started [dttending (high[schoolsoutside
thel] village; | all number[| become
educated[both[in[Malayalam[and(in
thel] English[] medium, [ and[ also
attended[university. [ Theltenowned
playwright(Dr.[Pinhas(ben[Abraham
Pallivathukal (((193711989),bornlin
the illage, [Gvas(the son [0flthe hazan
(cantor) @tthelsynagogue.

Malayalam, English, Hebrewprimer

Thel Malabar[ Jews[ never[ suffered from[anyanti[Semitism[and[always
experienced religious(tolerance.[A 1955 KeralalState[Education Department
memorandum /[ to[ the[Jewish[ Y outh['Organisation[in[‘Chennamangalam
officiallyldeclared that[all (the[Jewish[holidays[Wwere[to[belobserved in the
departmental (] calendar.[] It[J stated (] that: (] "The
Director[ofl Public[Instruction...[[has][also[been 1
informed|that(the[Jewish [pupils(andteachersmay ﬁ,s
belgranted[special [leavelon all[Saturdays which
areworking/days."

ThelJewish [community(in [Chennamangalam(was
always[minuscule, [eévenin[telation[tolthe[Jewish
community on[theMalabar[coast. [In[1848,[164
Jews were(recorded(in (Chennamangalam(out(ofla
total Cnumber [ 0fl 1,344 Cochin[Jews. By[11857,
another(observer/(statedthat(65 Jews were residing
in[Chennamangalam [out(of a[total(0fl1,790;[0nly
threel years(later,[ in[ 1860, the[ Jewish[ emissary
Jacobl] Sapirl] counted[] 300 familiesl] at

Earlyphotograph
MalabarJews

4


http://www.BibleLandPictures.com

Chennamangalam;[in[1950, (there
were[Jonly 146 Jfamilies[Jin[Jthe
village.

In[1948,thel State[ ofl Israell Wwas
declared.[ Thel Cochin[Jews, [ Who
hadldlways(tecited [prayersforthe
return(to[Zion,[ decidedlén[iasse
tolimmigrate(to[the new!state. In
1949, when[thefirst[group ofl 17
Jews[left[ the[ Malabar[ coast[ for W=t - =
Israel, [it[included members 6fithe Kadvil familylin'Chennamangalam
Chennamangalam community. Dr. Immanuel Qlswanger, lan éminentlinguist
and/eémissary(from [Israel, [visited Keralalin [January,[1950. [Hemet[with [the
Jewish[l communities! | ofl] Cochin,[] Ernakulam, | Mala,[] Parur[] and
Chennamangalam, [and [offered[ them[ the opportunity[tol help[tealizelthe
Zionist[dream. [Planning thelémigration[took[several [years. 1Oncelmedical
matterswerel resolved, in[1954, imost[ofl the[ members ofl these Jewish
communitieswereflown [fo Israel (by(the Jewish [Agency. Bylthelénd oflthe
twentieth [century, @lllthe Jewsdf Chennamangalam hiad departed.

I

In(thelate(1990's, [after [a[Visit[byKerala[Governor [BabuPaul (toIsrael (and
contact[with[local Israeli Cochin [ Jewish [organizations, [including[the[Kol
Mevasser [association, [the Kerala[Government[decided [follinitiate(a inaster
plan(torenovatelsynagogues dnd Holylplacesoflworship linKeralaLI[[Thefirst
sitetobeldestored Wwas[the[synagogueldt[Chennamangalam. The[Department
oflArchaeologylofl Keralatindertook [the[task[of tenovating the[Synagogue
without[disturbing[theloriginalstructure, and[the Department[ ofl Tourism
allocatedfunds for [the project. [After [the last trustee(ofithe[Synagogue, alocal
lawyer,[Aaron[Aaron, [passed(dway, [the[destoration [0fithe[synagogue began.
ThelKeralal Department[ ofl Archaeology dedicated[ the[ newly/tenovated
Chennamangalam [synagoguellin [Eebruary, 2005.

gwwgn  ThelJewsofiChennamangalam
_.___ _ ~ | integrated well (into[ the[ new
l‘ " - statelin[Israel. [At[first,[nearly

alll] settledl] in[J moshavim
(agricultural[l  settlements);
today, [ lsome[ Jare[ Imarried!Jto
nonIndian Jewsland anylive
in[thel¢ities.[ SomelJews| from
Chennamangalam[ havel imade
their thark onIsraeliland world
DavidBen|GurionlandBezalel Eliyahu agriculture, [ including
[CourtesylofiSimchaldndYosef HailEliahu] horticulture.[] Their[! children
studyl at[ linstitutes[ lofl higher
5




learninglin(Israel(and [work [as[doctors, [laboratory!assistants, [$cientists[and
teachers. [[Theylretain [great(affection for theirhomeland, India,landcontinue
tolcultivate(ties[with [their[friends andformer[neighbourslin[Kerala. 1(©
2006)

Prof.[ShalvaWeillis d|specialistionlthelJews of Indialand | éditor of India's
Jewish| Heritage: Ritual, [ArtLand Life[ Cycle,"l Mumbai, [Marg, (2002, 2nd
edition2004. 1Shelis founding (Chairperson|(with Zubin Mehtalas [President)
ofltheIsrael India Cultural Association.

I i ‘I
i

Clockwiselfromltop: YitzchakAvraham, Moshe Mordechai, land
Eliahu((Sharett)[Avraham.[[Photos ©Dr. ShalvaWeil, 20051]



ThelArchitecturelofithelChennamangalam(Synagogue

Indialhas[34[Jewish [houses[ of! prayer dating[ from[thel[16th[to[the 20th
century, and(theloldestoneslarelin [Kerala. [ [Earlier[Synagogues, [built from
thel113th [ through[thel mid[16th[ century, nollonger[exist.[ [ Thel Jewish
community, livinglin(and(dround(thelancientport/town [of[Cranganore!((also
referred [tb(as Muziris, [Shingly, (or [6ther names at[various/times), wereldriven
away by(thelintolerant Portugueseland/the Moors [inthe 16th century. [(In(the
process, theylwerelforced [folabandon [previouslybuilt[Synagogues.

Shifting[ 'to[ various[ Iplaces[south[ ofl ICranganore, [ the[ Jews[ builtl new
synagogues. [Whilesomelofithesehouses ofiprayer dlsoldomot[survivelsince
the[ Cochinl[Jews[remained[in certain[locations/temporarily (among[them
Muttath, [Palur, [dnd[Southi), fortunately/cther [synagogueldonstruction(dating
from[themid[16th[centurylonwards survives([ldlbeit(often [in [altered [states.
Untill the[mid[(20th[ tentury,[ Keralalhad[eight[ Jewish[ communities[ each
havinglitsLown [synagogue. I Collectively known [as[the Cochin[Jews, [they
werel divided linto[ twolsubgroups. I The[Malabar [ Jews, Wholhad[livedlin
Keralalfar(longerthan(their[Paradesilcoreligionists, had[Seven[syna gogues

includingJthe[lone[lin[/IChennamangalam.[[JThe
Paradesil Jews[had[just one[building, [of the[ same
name, Which wasldriginally builtlin 1568 [(left). [The
synagoguel | has[] becomel | al] prominent[] tourist
attraction [andl[isthe[only[Jewish houselof prayer(in
Keralalwhere(religious/services(dre(still leld. [t can
befoundlinJew Town [in[the[Mattancherrylarealof
Kochil(Cochin).

Al popular[] account[| goes(] that[] the[] town[] of
ChennamangalamWwas[planned[hollater[than[the
1600s byl alliberal and[tolerantl Maharajah[‘who
wished[tohavefour major religious faiths[équally(tepresented in [fown.[THe
designated(alsite[on[each[oflthel cardinal [points[for[thel construction [ofla
Jewishsynagogue,al Christian[church, alHindultemple, and[a[Muslim
mosque. TAtthe(crossing (dfltheldxis, [Solthe(tale[dontinues, Wasthe [palace(for
hisminister set/dn @Mhill.

[Allfour[religious/structures/remain within [Onelkilometer [from[one dnother,
althoughlall[havelbeen[altered,  enlarged, ortebuilt over thelyears. Itlis
difficult/to(discern(whether thesehousesof prayer were[built(to thisformal
plan(since(there(seem[to[benoldirect/toads|orperceivableaxial linksfrom
oneltolanother. IThellow(slung Hindultemplelis[almodest[structurebut is
builtlon/the mostlimpressivelsiteloverlooking the dountrysideland town. [[The
mosque, [d[tecent(concretelbuilding, [is[located riear [thebusy ferry jetty. ([The
church, [thellargest[ofl the[four ‘and[built[¢losest tolthesynagogue, haslan
interesting history.[[Along with(alseminary,lit(Wwas/built(in (1663 [by/the MDutch
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and(destroyed by theMuslim leader[Tippu [Sultan(in[1790. (It [was helwho
fought!and! captured| British[soldiers, [including[ some BenelIsrael [ Jewish
ones, [duringthe[Second [MysoreWar.[1ThelJewish [lives[were[Spared [once
TippulISultan's[imother [ discovered[ their[ lidentities( las Imembers!Jofl the
Kingdom/oflIsrael. [[Oneloflthe surviving soldiers, [Samuel (Ezekiel [Divekar,
settledin[Bombayland,[in[ 1796, founded the(first[BenelIsrael $ynagogue
Shaar [Harahamim, [or[GatelofMercy, lin[1796.[[Tolthis [day, the [congregation
remains/smallbutlactive. [Thelchurchruins, now/dvergrown land [picturesque,
canlstill (be[$eenon[site. [1Built[justnearbylis/the[19th [¢centuryHoly Cross
Church, [allargelopen[trussed(structure(withits[facade[addedlonly(in [1976.
Anlaccessorylbuilding, altesidencel for[thel churchlleader, is[theloldest
surviving[portion (oflthe(churchcomplex. [[Considered(alfine/éxample ofithe
vernacular(architecture [0f this region, with [its[whitewashed [Walls(andhigh
pitched tiled roof, lits[design[resembles/the/synagogue.

Historiansdssertthatithelexisting/synagogueatiChennamangalamis[thethird
tobelconstructed|dn thesite. [[Thelfirst building, likely(dating from (1614, land
then[its[teplacementwere [both [believed[tfohave been destroyed (by!fire. [ The
currentlsynagogue, a/small building, [thrived [for manylyears. [Y et(for [the[past
fiveldecades, [it(sat[empty. [Most[of the[[Jewslin [the[villagehadmoved from
Chennamangalam [in thelearly[1950s after(theleéstablishment oflthe State[of
Israel. [TIn[the[1980s, with the[Jewish [communitylin[decline, [drrangements
were[ madelfor[possession [ of thelbuildingto bel eéventually deeded(tolthe
Indiangovernment. [ Unattended [ to[ during[theseliyears, the[synagogue
deteriorated[to/the/pointwhere portions|ofitheroofland floor(collapsed, large
sections(oflthe[whitewashed [veneer eroded,(and thelstructural [integrity [Was
severelyl compromised.[ 1Byl the[1990s,[ vegetation
had"consumed ! the[ building,[Jand[its[doors[land
windowshad[tobelsealed dgainst/thelelements(and
from andalism (left).

Bylthelend[ofl the[ 20th [ century,[ thellast[ ofl the
Chennamangalam(Jews hadémigrated(or[passed(on.
Thislallowed [the(Statelof Kerala office(ofithe Indian
Department!( lofl JArchaeologyl tol lembark![ lon [ the
restoration ofl thelChennamangalam[$ynagoguelin
2004.[1Under[theldirection [6f Dr.[V.[Manmadhan

ki Nairl[and his[staff, [skilled [testoration [professionals
and Larea ﬁraftsmen Ltnetlculously [brought(the[building back[tol form.[The
Chennamangalam [ synagogue! thus[lis[ the[ ffirst[lof! ithe[ Malabar[ Jewish
community! sites tol bel restored byl thel government( ofl Indial and[made
accessibleltolthe/public.

Although notloriginal[tolthelSynagogue,[alhigh, thick [Wwall[$urrounds(the
Chennamangalam synagogue site. [[Its(arrangement(can best/beldescribedas/a
"peninsula",sincethelperimeter (wall@ligns with [the facade(ofithelsynagogue
8



yet(frees(itselflof the(building/along(thelthree
other[Jedges( ofl the  propertyl (right). /[ 'The
synagogue, penned[inltheliwall, is[ bordered
withnarrowstripsofispaceltolthe(rearand [two
sides, [ whilel the front[ zone!is teplaced[byla
deeplicovered Jporch [withJallsecondIfloor
classroom[above.[ | Thel front[ fagadel ofl the
second (I floor[Jis[thus[|colplanar[with[Ithe
perimeter wall.

Influenced[ byl Indian [ building[ traditions coupled[with[thelinfluences of
visiting[traders and [imperialists[over[thel centuries, the Chennamangalam
synagoguelis[a[wonderful [éxamplelofltheltraditions ofl Keralan [Vernacular
thachusasthraldesign[(abovel(left). Until(the(16th[¢enturyland(theldrrival of
the[Portugueselin (India, [foofs[ofllocal [(buildings were often (bamboo framed
and(covered (with [thatched[palm leaves[(this[techniquelcan [still (be[seenlin
Keralan[villages). [IThe(toofl system Wwould [have been (et on [inud walls[or
simple[asonrylwalls.[TIn[time, [ this[¢onstruction[techniquelwas[teplaced
with[wood framed[toofs[(often [teak) [covered [Wwith terracottatiles set[(above
center) (on[thickBodied[laterite/stonewalls¥eneered [in [chunam[(alpolished
lime[plaster)[ (aboveltight).[IThellocal components were!thus fusedWwith
foreign (building[techniques/introduced byoutsiders, [first the [Portugueseland
later[the[ Dutch "and[British. I Theselinfluences alsolaffected synagogue
architectureand werel[ combined[ with [the[ Jewish [ ritualland[ liturgical
requirements.

Architecturally,[]  thel] Chennamangalam
synagogue's cleanlined aesthetic tesults from
its([simple/geometryland minimallyet(decorative
detail. ([Found at/the buildingarefan patterns/at
itsifacade, thick bandsloflcasingslandcoursings,
deepllopen Ueaveswith [lexposed [ rafters, [ flat
whitewashed [ surfaces Jwith [Jrolled [or[]soft




edges, [and[alstar[patterned|Vventlatlits[gabled/front[(left).

,?\ : Thelbuildinglalsolfeatures[variouslintricately hand[¢arved
- andlkolorfullinterior ornament! that fis[ nicely  accented
> against[ otherwisel plain[ surfaces.[ [ Thel decorativel areas

above(thelentryldoor [dand(on [the bimah [(the(raised [platform
wherelthelservicelis(led)lareléxamples (below).

Centered [ within [the[ IChennamangalam[synagogue's
facadelis[alpairlofisolid[woodl[doorslopening into the
covered[porch[(14'(8"[or(4.5meters deep). [ Alsmall
openinglin thelwallwas provided for[theldeliverylof
oil,[and[¢an(still[belseen((left).[1Onleachlsidelof the
porchlislaldressed stonel column [with[ carved[ teak
capital,[and, [to[the[front, are[builtlin[benches[(left).
Facingltheselseatslis[thelentryway/tb(theldzura, @[space
measuring[ 1 1'[x[20'6"or[B.3m[X[6.15[m.[This
anteroom/is(teached[vialthreelstonestepsandlanother
pair(ofisolid wood [doors/that/swing ihward.

Engaged(in thefrontright(corner ofthelperimeter wall,
andlindependent ofl the[synagogue proper, is[alsmall
enclosure addedonlylin thelearly[ 20" ¢entury. Here
can(belfoundlalspirallstair[that[¢onnects[to the[toom
directlyabove[ thel covered[ porch. I ThisCwelllit[ space, surrounded[ by
windows(on[threelsidesfeatures(awood(floor [and[dn [exposed (beam [ceiling.
Itloncelserved(as alJewish[school(below!(left). (IBeyond(thel¢lassroomlis(a
smaller(room. [[Thislarea wasreserved for Wwomen, (wholsat(in/ad[Section [@part
from[themhen [dccording toreligious/tradition [(below right).

Thelwomen'slarealleads[tolalthird[ $pacel(right),[alharrow[Zzonel[Wwith[its
boweddailing[madeip [of turned [wood[gilded balustersland(alsecond, Very
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steep [lwood [stairwayl lleading [ Jdown[ Jto[Jthe[ imain
sanctuary.[ [ As[with [other[ Cochin/Jewish houses[ of
prayer, this[smalll galleryloverlooks[thelmen’s[prayer
areal andlis[supported [ byl al pairlofl shapedwooden
columns|(both structural[as[Welllas(tecallingthoselat
thelancient[Jewish[Temple). This[$pacelisiniquelto
synagoguearchitecture(worldwide!inthat(it[was[used
asldlsecondBimah [(reading table)for [Shabbat, holiday,
and festival[services.

Thelground(floor sanctuary measures(36' x/20'(6'
or[10.8[m[x[6.15m.[ TOfl special [ [noticelislits
painted!] paneled (] ceiling[| with [ lotus(] flower
medallions, [curvedbimah [(with lits tiered railing)
where(the[Torah [Wwas(tead, [terracottaltiled floor,
shuttered| Iwindows![Iset[Jin[ lvery[thick [ lwalls,
bracketed underside( lofl thel balcony, [ Jand[ the
beautifullyhandcarvedheichal [(or [ark[[la[place
for[storing[the[Torah[ scrolls)[fabricated [ outl of
local [teak and[highlightedin [gold, [red, @and(green
(right). (When[thelsynagoguelwas|in ise, wooden
bencheslandlalmyriadloflThanging[c¢olored(glass
lanternswould have(decorated the interior (0flthis
delightful space.

ProfessorlJay A. Waronkerlis'd \practicinglarchitectlasWellldsinterim chair
ofthe Department of Architecturelat'Southern PolytechnicState University
inAtlanta, [ Georgia.[ He has!documented!thesynagogues of India and
southern!Africalontwo [Fullbright(grants. [Hisdrchitectural Watercolors Have
been publisheddandlexhibited internationally.

Images| by ProfessorlJay A. [Waronkerland|the Kerala Officelof! the Indian
DepartmentlaflArcheology.
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ThelParadesilSynagoguein Cochin, (built
inl 11568 landUstilll ) functioninglasa
synagogue, Llislopen| tovisitors during
businesshours, Jexcept for ithe Jewish
sabbathl)and [ holidays. 1 It isJin[]the
Mattancherilarealof Kochi, [tothe south
of Fort Cochin, lin Jew[Town, Where You
willllfind bookstores, Ucuriolshops land
storesWithlocal\crafts.

A i

Par esilSynagogue
FortCochin, Kochi

RestorationloflthelsynagoguelinParur, (2
kilometers!from Chennamangalam, [is(in
theplanningandfund raisingIstage.
Accessmustlbelarranged|inladvancelto
seel thel lsynagogue, [which dates| from
1621.[Lookfor granite pillars imarked
"Jew[Town"latltheleéntranceltothestreet
wherelthelsynagoguelislocated.

©ZeevIRadovan,
www.BibleLandPictures.com

Thetwolsynagogueslin \[Ernakulum, Uthelsynagoguellin1Mala, Candthe
Kadavumbagam|and Tekkumbagam!|synagoguesin Mattancheri, [Kochi, lare
notlapen!tothe publiclatthis time.

The[Keralal Departmentlof Archaeologycarried out the restoration of the
synagoguelin Chennamangalam With [funds|fromthe Department df Tourism.

Theléxhibitionlinlthe synagoguelin Chennamangalam|[wasfunded by The
KoretFoundation, [The TaubeFoundation|forJewish Lifeland Culture, Marc
andAnitalAbramowitz, dnddther|privateldonors.

TheChennamangalam|synagoguelisopen daily éxcept Mondays.

Exhibition(curators:

Dr.ShalvaWeil, [Professor [6flTAnthropology,
TheHebrew University, Jerusalem, Tsrael

Prof. Jay/A. Waronker,
SouthernPolytechnicStateUniversity, Marietta, (Georgia, USA

Exhibitionprojectidirector:
Marian Scheuer Sofaer, Palo[Alto, California, WSA
Email: chensynagogue@gmail.com
US$7.00
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